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Of the University of Economics in Bratislava art. 11 9 of the Statute of the University of
Economics in Bratislava this measure "Ethical principles of scientific and publishing practices"
(hereinafter also referred to as "Principles”).

Article 1
General provision

1. This measure is issued in accordance with the Code of Ethics of the University of
Economics in Bratislava (hereinafter also referred to as “EU in Bratislava"), Article 3 par.
1 (p), according to which "the staff and students of the EU in Bratislava reject the
manifestations of plagiarism and unethical scientific practices, Article 4 par. 1 (c),
according to which an employee of the EU in Bratislava comes out against unethical and
inappropriate use of scientific knowledge, Article 4 par. 1(r), according to which an
employee of the EU in Bratislava shall not publish in an ethically questionable manner
and shall not use ethically questionable publishing platforms".!

Article 2
Predatory journals and predatory publishers

1. ,Predatory journals*and ,,predatory publishers* stand for a form of unethical publishing.

2. The origin of predatory journals and publishers is related to the defamation of the idea of
open access (Open Access, OA) to freely disseminate scientific and professional
information. Open access is the provision of online access to scientific information to the
user free of charge and without restriction, with the aim of providing free unrestricted
access to research and its publications without copyright infringement. The idea of open
access is based on the proposition that taxpayer-funded research should be available to
taxpayers free of charge.

3. Predatory publishing primarily involves:
- predatory journals/predatory publishers,
- predatory conferences/authoring mill,
- Stolen identities of other journals / parasitizing on the names of reputable journals,
- fake metrics / fake identifiers.

4. Pursuant to Article 2 par. 2 of the Standards for the Study Programme of the Slovak
Higher Education Accreditation Agency refers to dishonest and dishonorable conduct that
is the opposite of research integrity and is contrary to moral standards, in particular
plagiarism, cheating and writing off examinations, fabrication of research results,
recording fabricated data, omission of inappropriate facts and data, and falsification of
research, dishonest practices in the publication of results, failure to declare conflicts of
interest, misuse of information obtained during assessment, fictitious authorship,

! Code of Ethics of the University of Economics in Bratislava
(https://euba.sk/www_write/files/SK/docs/vnutorne-predpisy/2022-nove/2022 b 10 2022 eticky kodex.pdf)
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superficial and poor quality assessment, systematic and deliberate publication in journals
and publishing houses suspected of dishonest practices (journals and publishers that are
labelled as predatory in the academic community) is considered academic fraud.

Article 3

Indicative features and practices of predatory journals and predatory
publishers

1. The main indicative features of predatory journals and predatory publishers are mainly:?

- imitating the titles and websites of reputable scientific journals and publishers to
mislead the author, e.g. by changing the order of words in the title; expanding or
shortening the title; adding or omitting a definite article or preposition in English,

- invalid ISSN,

- misleading or false data on indexing and metrics, e.g. fictitious values for various
evaluation factors (the phrase impact factor is often used in titles - "Global Impact
Factor, Universal Impact Factor); low-level index or formal lists; false claims of
indexing in Scopus, WoS, etc.,

- zero or fictitious peer review; articles are accepted for publication quickly without
peer review of adequate quality,

- the broad interdisciplinary nature and content of the journal,
- the journal has been published for a short time, it has a so-called low year,

- alarge number of short, multi-page studies in a single issue of the journal (limitation
of the scope of the paper, including a surcharge for exceeding it),

- uncertain location of the publisher (e.g. P.O.Box),

- non-existing or only general e-mail contact to the editorial office (contact form,
freemail address).

2. The main indicative practices of predatory magazines and predatory publishers are mainly:3

- authors are contacted by email with an offer to publish, even if they have never
worked with the journal before,

- authors are given a warranty for an extremely, even absurdly, fast process of review,
acceptance and subsequent publication of the article (e.g. ,,Review in 3 weeks®,
»Publishing in 72 hours*),

- Authors are emailed requests to join the editorial board or to participate in the
conference as a "keynote speaker",

- the usual "peer review" process is not followed - a fictitious peer review process,

- There is almost always a fee for publishing an article, and the amount of the
publication fee is often not announced until after the article has been accepted,

- the actual place of their operation is unknown - the location of the publisher is not

2 In: https://sek.euba.sk/publikacna-cinnost-eu/nekorektne-praktiky/predatorske-publikovanie
3 In: https://sek.euba.sk/publikacna-cinnost-eu/nekorektne-praktiky/predatorske-publikovanie
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possible to ascertain,

- the publisher is usually a private person, a civil association or a limited liability
company (Ltd., GmbH); it has no links to academic institutions (universities,
academies of science) or to traditional academic publishing houses,

- editorial boards are often fictitious with frequent parasitism on well-known names -
putting well-known scientists on editorial boards without their knowledge,

- the same editorial boards are in place for journals in different disciplines,

- the peer review and publication fee rules are unclear, confusing or organized within
extreme conditions.

Article 4
Recommendations for authors

In order to avoid publication in predatory journals and with predatory publishers, authors
are particularly advised to:

- Verify ISSN in registers ROAD (Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources) or
in White List DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals),

- verify the indexing of the journal in major databases: Journal Citation Reports,
Scopus, Web of Science, ERIH+, SCImago journal and country rank,

- not to rely in any way on the information provided on the journal's website. The
publisher's contact details, including postal address, must be verifiable. In the case of
a conference, it is important to check the organiser, the collaborating institutions and
the journals where the papers should be published.

- tryto find related reviews by other authors or institutions,
- read some of the articles published in the journal and evaluate their quality,

- For unknown/new journals, pay close attention to the publication process and review
conditions offered,

- carefully verify the identity of the journal/publisher and in case of doubt contact the
Slovak Economic Library of the EU in Bratislava (https://sek.euba.sk/kontakty) or
the Vice-Dean for Science and Doctoral Studies of the relevant faculty of the EU in
Bratislava.

The primary reasons authors give for not publishing in predatory journals and predatory
publishers are as follows:

- papers published in predatory journals and publishers can be considered "lost
science” or "junk science™. A responsible researcher makes sure to contribute to the
advancement of knowledge through his work, and it is therefore a matter of his
professional honour to disdain publishing in predatory journals and publishers. By
publishing in a predatory journal, the author jeopardizes his own reputation,
reputation and scientific prestige, but also the reputation of the institution for which

4 MEMON, Aamir Raoof. How to respond to and what to do for papers published in predatory journals? In.
Science Editing, 2018, vol. 52, no. 2, pp.146-149. In: https://doi.org/10.6087/kcse.140
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he works®.® It is the ambition of the EU in Bratislava to actively counteract the
publication of the results of its research by creative staff in untrustworthy journals
and publishers.

- Inappropriate publication behaviour will be taken into account in qualification
procedures (PhD, habilitation and inauguration procedures); these types of
publications will not be perceived by the assessors, the committee or the scientific
boards of the EU in Bratislava and its faculties as relevant evidence of the scientific
erudition of the author,

- publishing an article in predatory journals and publishers (despite the demonstrable
quality of the article) reduces citations to the work by including it in inappropriate
databases, as the article is perceived by the rest of the academic community as
inappropriate for further research, and thus the author's own work and efforts are
devalued®.

- mixing false or unverified information among relevant knowledge does not contribute
to the development of science itself, devalues follow-up research, or the application
of false results to practice, which is contrary to the professionalism and ethics of
research work,

- the penetration of reputable databases by predatory publishers diminishes the
reputation of these databases and devalues their content. The success of publishing low-
quality papers causes a general decline in scientific contribution and distorts the
environment in science not only ethically, professionally, but also economically,
because the funds that are invested in science end up in the accounts of the owners of
predatory publishing houses, instead of being used for the benefit of the development
of science’.

Article 5
Useful resources for verifying the identity of the journal/publisher

1. Inparticular, the following can be used as a decision-making tool to verify the identity of
the journal/publisher:

- ROAD (Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources),
- DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals),
- BEALLSLIST,

® PLCH, Luka§ — KRATOCHVIL, Jifi, - Analyza predatorskych znaki publikaci jako sluzba Knihovny
univerzitniho kampusu. In Prolnflow: ¢asopis pro informa¢ni védy, 2018, ro¢. 10, ¢. 2, s. 108-129. In: https:
/lwww.imc.cas.cz/knihovna/predatori_analyza.pdf

® RUTH, Anna-Sofia. How to avoid predatory publications? In: Responsible Research: guide to research
integrity, research ethics and science communication in Finland [online]. In::  https:
Ilwww.vastuullinentiede.fi/en/publishing/how- avoid-predatory-publications

" GEORGES, Alexandre. Predatory and pseudo-scientific publishing: A major threat to scientific rigor and
research. In Editage Insights [online]. Editage, 2019. In: https: //www.editage.com/insights/predatory-and-
pseudo- scientific-publishing-a-major-threat-to-scientific-rigor-and-research.
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OASPA (Open ACCESS Scholarly Publishers Association),
COPE (Committee on Publication Ethic),

JCR (Journal Citation Reports),

SCOPUS

SJR (Scimago journal Rankings),

ERIH+

IC (Index Copernicus).

Additional web resources and useful information for authors can be found in particular at:

Stop Predatory Journals
(https://predatoryjournals.com/journals/),

Kscien'’s list (http://kscien.org/predatory.php),

Journal List of Quality Journals — Publons
(https://publons.com/journal/?order by=reviews),

list of predatory journals and publishing houses in which Czech academics have
published — (http://antipredator.vedazije.cz/),

list of the most widespread predatory journals in  Slovakia -
(http://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/Awh3V/3/),

informative  material of the MUNI library "Predatory journals" -
(https://kuk.muni.cz/vyuka/materialy/predatori/),

detailed analysis of Slovak scientists' publications (by universities, faculties and
scientific disciplines) in predatory journals -
(https://samuell.shinyapps.io/publications/) a (https://samuelhudec.github.io/sumar),

Slovak Economic Society press release "Slovak Economic Society joins the DORA
signatories"— San Francisco Declaration of Evaluation vedeckého vyskumu. 22. 4.
2021 — (https://www.slovakecon.sk/files/TS_DORA.pdf),

On the penetration of some predatory journals into the Scopus database "Predatory
journals in Scopus" - (https://idea.cerge-ei.cz/zpravy/predatorske-casopisy-ve-

scopusu),
Czech environment - analysis of publishing in predatory journals: "Where do most of

the predatory and local magazines come out? Bibliometric analysis in a different
way" -(https://idea.cerge-ei.cz/files/PredatoriMistni/)

aguide for authors on how to go about selecting sources for publications. Think Check
Submit Initiative — (https://thinkchecksubmit.org/). Slovak version of the source —
(http://thinkchecksubmit.org/translations/slovak/).

Article 6
Final Provisions
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1. When paying individual rewards to authors for selected types of research papers, the EU
in Bratislava and its faculties re-check the inclusion of published outputs in reputable
databases and in case of finding predatory publications, the rewards will not be paid.

2. Inthe long term, the goal of the EU in Bratislava and its faculties is to raise awareness of
the harmful aspects of publishing in predatory journals and publishers and to ensure that
such publishing behaviour is perceived as negative as the publication of plagiarism.

3. This measure is in accordance with the internal regulations of the EU in Bratislava, the
Code of Ethics of the EU in Bratislava and the recommendations of the Slovak Economic
Library of the EU in Bratislava.

4. This document shall enter into force and effect on the date of signature.

In Bratislava, March 5, 2025

prof. Ing. Ferdinand Datio, PhD.
rector of the EU in Bratislava



