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Abstract: Within the present internationalisation strategy of the University of
Economics in Bratislava the development of relations with universities from the
European Union countries is a priority. Nevertheless, at the same time the need for
strengthening the internationalisation oriented towards third countries is stressed,
with a special attention paid to the policy of initiating and developing relations with
universities from Latin America. The aim of this paper is to justify the above mentioned
internationalisation policy, by highlighting those factors which contribute to the
arguments in favour of intensifying relations with Latin America (i. e. the growing
importance of the region in the global context, the potential of opportunities for
international cooperation, and last but not least the cultural and linguistic affinity
with Europe), to summarize the previous development and challenges of the dialogue
LAC — EU'; to present selected results of an empirical research focused on attitudes
of relevant target groups towards the LAC — EU cooperation; and finally to outline
one of possible efficient models of cooperation with Latin American universities
based on the principles of “knowledge triangle”.

Keywords: internationalisation of universities, Latin America, LAC-EU dialogue,
knowledge triangle.

JEL:123,129,F 50
Uvod

., Svet je len jeden, dnes to plati viac ako kedykolvek predtym. Vzdjomné vztahy
medzi réznymi trendmi a tendenciami je taky iizky, Ze nds kazdodenny Zivot mézZe rov-
nako ovplyvnit' kriza banictva v strednej Azii ako zdplavy v Juznej Amerike alebo
vojna v subsaharskej Afrike. Ci uz ide o virus ako AIDS alebo pandémiu spésobenii
prionovou ndkazou, kontamindciu vody alebo nukledrne nebezpecenstvo, nekontro-
lované pristahovalectvo alebo obchod s drogami, osud kazdého muza a kazdej Zeny
— bez ohladu na rasu, kultiuru ¢i nabozenské vyznanie — je nerozlucne previazany
s osudom vsetkych obyvatelov zemegule. *

Federico Mayor Zaragoza

! The abbreviation "LAC — EU" denotes bodies concerned: Latin America and the Carribbeans — European Union.
Skratka LAK — EU oznaguje prislu$né regiony: Latinskd Amerika a Karibik — Eurépska tnia.
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